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Research on the “Three-Class Integration” model for intercultural competence development in foreign language

teaching at local universities
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[ Abstract] This study addresses limited intercultural contact and inadequate practical components in local
undergraduate institutions by proposing a “Three-Class Integration” teaching model. Based on Intercultural Contact Theory
and Experiential Learning Theory, the model integrates classroom instruction (First Class), in-class practice (Second Class),
and online interaction (Third Class). By mapping four intercultural contact categories to four experiential learning stages,
it creates a ‘“theoretical input—contextual simulation—practical application” pathway that develops cognitive
understanding, emotional attitudes, and behavioral skills synergistically. This model overcomes traditional spatial-temporal
constraints by integrating diverse teaching resources, creating multifaceted intercultural experiences for local university
students and significantly enhancing intercultural competence cultivation in foreign language education.

[ Keywords] Intercultural competence; Three-class integration; Local universities; Foreign language education;
Experiential learning; Pedagogical innovation
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