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Haizhou dialect and the Monkey King culture in Journey to the West
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[ Abstract] This paper, based on a dialect questionnaire survey conducted in the Guanyun area of Lianyungang and
a compilation of nearly 100 dialect vocabulary items, examines the contemporary retention of ancient Haizhou dialect
words found in Journey to the West. Through cross-verification between the novel’s lexicon and the Haizhou dialect, it
explores the relationship between the dialect and Monkey King culture. The survey reveals that while some dialect words
remain vital, intergenerational transmission is clearly in decline. Local residents generally acknowledge a correspondence
between the character of the dialect and the personality of Sun Wukong.
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