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The constitutive other: the construction of China’s image in Donald J. Munro’s academic genealogy

Yanli Gao®, Zihao Liu

Shandong University of Science and Technology, Qingdao, Shandong

[Abstract] Donald J. Munro is known as an American sinologist, and his academic lineage have conducted in-depth
explorations into the narrative of traditional Chinese Confucianism. It is therefore necessary to examine how his academic
genealogy researches the image of Chinese Confucianism and the functions embodied in its construction process. This
paper argues that, from the perspective of the “other”, the Chinese people are portrayed as a “junzi” (gentleman) image
characterized by prioritizing family ethics and morality, adhering to the principles of “restraining oneself and returning to
ritual” (keji fuli) and “learning for one’s own improvement” (xue er wei ji), as well as emphasizing emotional values and
maintaining harmony. Confucian philosophy, meanwhile, presents itself through its concepts of “benevolence” (ren), moral
emotions, and the dimension of “progressive Confucianism”. Furthermore, the one-dimensional Western society, trapped
in the dilemma of antinomies, stems from its oppositional thinking and can draw insights from Chinese wisdom. The “junzi”
image of the Chinese people and the moral ethics, humanistic connotations, practical values, and progressive significance
of Confucian philosophy can provide practical models and paradigmatic references.
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