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The Madhyamaka doctrine and dialectical method in Candrakirti’ s Madhyamakavatara, chapter six

Ke Wu
Wuchang Buddhist Academy, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] The sixth chapter of Candrakirti’s Madhyamakavatara employs a thoroughgoing view of emptiness to
unify the three core doctrines of dependent origination (pratityasamutpada), non-self (anatman), and the two truths
(satyadvaya). Regarding dependent origination, through the distinction between “examination” and “non-examination,” it
establishes that emptiness and dependent origination are mutually entailing in both the ultimate truth (paramarthasatya)
and the conventional truth (samvrtisatya), thereby transcending the substantial causality of Hinayana, the alayavijiiana-
based causality of Yogacara, and the Svatantrika-Madhyamaka’s retention of intrinsic nature within the conventional sphere.
Regarding non-self, it negates the self not only in the ultimate sense but also in the conventionally examined sphere, along
with its basis of imputation, thereby refuting all notions from the Vatsiputriyas’ ineffable person (pudgala) to the
Svatantrika’s conventional establishment of a self. Regarding the two truths, it distinguishes them on the basis of what is
seen by ordinary beings versus the noble ones, and further divides the conventional truth into the unexamined acquiescence
to worldly conventions and the examined discernment of emptiness, so that spiritual cultivation requires no intermediate
“conventional-ultimate” stage but proceeds directly from examining worldly designations to realizing the ultimate.
Methodologically, while inheriting Nagarjuna’s prasanga (reductio ad absurdum) approach, the Madhyamakavatara
significantly expands the range of refuted opponents, enriches the layers of refutation, and introduces a dialectical structure
involving opponents’ rejoinders and subsequent rebuttals, while extensively employing everyday analogies such as seeds
and sprouts, chariots, and widely accepted worldly conventions, thereby enhancing both the rigor of argumentation and the
accessibility of instruction. These distinctive features make the Madhyamakavatara a representative treatise and core text
of the Prasangika-Madhyamaka school.

[ Keywords) Madhyamakavatara; Candrakirti; Madhyamaka; Emptiness of dependent origination; Non-self; Two

truths; Prasarnga method
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