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Dissemination of Confucian culture in Malaysia from the perspective of intersubjectivity

Xinsheng Li®
Shandong Huayu University of Technology, Dezhou, Shandong

[ Abstract]The dissemination of Confucian culture in Malaysia constitutes a vital component of China’s global
cultural communication and serves as a quintessential window for observing the rooting and development of Chinese
culture in Southeast Asia. Grounded in the theoretical framework of intersubjectivity, and integrating Jiirgen
Habermas’s Theory of Communicative Action with Fei Xiaotong’s concept of “cultural self-awareness” , this study
constructs a three-dimensional analytical model of “subject-other-consensus”. Through this model, the study
systematically examines the historical trajectory, contemporary landscape, and underlying mechanisms of the
dissemination of Confucian culture in Malaysia. The findings reveal that the dissemination in Malaysia follows a
distinct trajectory compared to Western contexts. Characterized by the Chinese education system as its institutional
carrier, the Chinese diaspora as the spontaneous disseminating subject, and “cultural symbiosis™ as its practical logic,
this process has achieved a paradigm shift from mere “cultural inheritance” to “cultural symbiosis” through
intersubjective interaction, negotiation, and identity construction. Ultimately, the intersubjectivity perspective
elucidates the essence of the overseas dissemination of Confucian culture: it is not a unidirectional cultural export,
but rather a bidirectional co-construction process occurring within a shared space of meaning between the
communicating and receiving subjects. These findings provide theoretical insights and practical references for
China’s “Going Global” cultural strategy in the new era, offering valuable “Malaysian experiences”.
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