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[ Abstract] Founded by Master Taixu in 1922, Wuchang Buddhist College is China’s first institutionalized and
modern institution of higher Buddhist learning in modern times. Hailed as the “Huangpu Academy of Buddhism”, it stood
as the core cradle of the Modern New Buddhist Movement, marking a milestone in the modern transformation of Chinese
Buddhism and global Buddhist exchanges. First, the college revolutionized the traditional monastic education model by
dismantling sectarian divides. It adopted a modern curriculum open to both monastics and lay practitioners, integrating
Chinese and Western learning. It systematically cultivated a cohort of eminent Buddhist elites including Masters Fazun,
Fafang, Cihang and Daxing. Its alumni spread nationwide and presided over the construction of Buddhist colleges across
the country, laying the foundational framework for modern Buddhist education in China. Second, centered on Master
Taixu’s ideology of Humanistic Buddhism, the college spearheaded the innovation of Buddhist thought. It discarded the
outdated flaws of reclusive mountain monasticism and superstitious customs, advocating a contemporary Buddhist
philosophy of worldly engagement and compassionate altruism that aligns with timeless truths and present realities. It
drove the transformation of traditional Buddhism toward a life-oriented, socialized and contemporary faith, laying both
theoretical and practical groundwork for the formation and popularization of modern Humanistic Buddhism. Third,

Wuchang Buddhist College transcended regional limitations of Dharma propagation. Aiming to establish a World Buddhist
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Institute and advance international Buddhist dialogue, it actively expanded its Dharma outreach at home and abroad. It

facilitated communication between Han Buddhism and Buddhist traditions of Southeast Asia, the Nanyang archipelago and

the broader world, greatly boosting the international dissemination of Chinese Buddhism and reshaping its standing on the

global Buddhist stage of the modern era. In summary, Wuchang Buddhist College facilitated the modernization of Chinese

Buddhism through three pivotal dimensions: nurturing Buddhist talents, renovating Buddhist ideology and carrying out

international Dharma propagation. It stands as a revitalizing force behind the revival, modernization and globalization of

Buddhism in early modern China.

[ Keywords ] Wuchang Buddhist College; Master Taixu; Buddhist education; Humanistic Buddhism; World

Buddhism
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