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On the paradoxical structure of the “General Will” and its legitimacy crisis: An analysis based on

Rousseau's the social contract

Shugiao Li
Jilin University School of Philosophy and Sociology, Changchun, Jilin

[ Abstract] In his work The Social Contract, Rousseau introduced the concept of the “general will” as the core of
his political philosophy, characterized by universality and indivisibility. However, underlying Rousseau's foundation of this
concept lie inherent logical paradoxes and practical dilemmas. This paper seeks to elucidate the triple structural paradoxes
inherent in the concept of the general will: the tension between “eternal correctness” and “fallibility,” the conflict between
‘universality’ and “individual heterogeneity,” and the contradiction between “absolute sovereignty” and “civil liberty.”
These paradoxes have led to the distortion or usurpation of the general will into the “will of the majority” in political
practice, as well as the problem of the erosion of sovereign authority. Through a reexamination of Rousseau's theory of the
general will, this paper seeks to reveal its inherent paradoxes and crisis of legitimacy.
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