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The Seventh Day: A poetic secret flower on the curtain of life and death

Kelan Liu, Yunfang Lu
Wenhua College, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] In The Seventh Day, Yu Hua reconstructs the paradigm of death writing in contemporary literature with
the surreal narrative of “the dead roaming”, using the cruel dystopian reality and the warm fictional utopia as the prisms
for viewing life through poetic writing. Relying on Yang Fei's soul, Yu Hua wanders and walks between the present world
and the other side of the world, gaining insights into the real in the dystopia, and launching aesthetic transformations of
existential suffering in the ambiguous transformation of space and time, revealing an attack on dark reality and
compassionate feelings towards life. It reveals an attack on the dark reality and a sense of compassion for life. The different
cultural genes of the dead in China and the West are creatively fused through The Seventh Day in the contemporary Chinese
literary field, giving new literary connotation to “life after death” in the philosophical dimension of existentialism. Death
is no longer the end of life, but the starting point for stripping away the secular obscurations and inquiring into the essence
of existence. The resilience and hope of the underlying life blossom into a never-extinguished flame in the poetic
construction, illuminating the modern predicament and sewing up the cracks of reality with the philosophy of survival,
revealing the poetic glamour of philosophical utopia under the curtain of life and death.

[ Keywords] Undead wanderings; Virtual mirror image of reality; Fusion of East and West; Existentialism; Poetic
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