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Three-dimensional theory of learning objectives in Confucian education
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[ Abstract] Centered on the three-dimensional framework of Confucian learning objectives—learning for self-
cultivation, learning for governance, and learning for the Dao—this paper systematically analyzes their intrinsic logic and
historical transmission. By examining how disciples such as Yan Yuan, Zigong, Zilu, Zengzi, and Zixia practiced and
developed Confucius’ pedagogical aims, it reveals the dynamic evolution of the Confucian academic tradition. Grounded
in this analysis and contextualized within modern higher education, the study explores the contemporary value of this
theoretical framework for fostering university students’ character formation, nurturing social responsibility, and advancing

cultural heritage. The research aims to provide traditional wisdom as a reference for talent development in higher education.
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