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On “performative acts”: A critical review of Austin’s and Benveniste’s speech act theories

Zhaohua Gong
School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua, Zhejiang

[ Abstract] This article aims to study the distinction proposed by J.L.Austin and developed by Emile Benveniste
between constative utterance and performative utterance. According to Benveniste, the performative utterance must be
authoritative, unique and sui-referential. But after analysis, we found that these qualities are common to both two categories
of utterance. The real criteria which distinguishes the performative utterance from the constative utterance is that only the
former could accomplish a special act: the “performative act”.
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