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Xia Mianzun's study experience in Japan and its integration and innovation in his educational philosophy

Yinghua Feng
Ningbo University Faculty of Foreign Languages, Ningbo, Zhejiang

[ Abstract] As one of the founders of modern Chinese language education in China, Xia Mianzun's educational
philosophy was closely linked to his experience studying in Japan. This paper focuses on the relationship between Xia
Mianzun's study experience in Japan, his intellectual awakening, and the formation of his core educational ideas
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("affectionate education," "personality education,"” and Chinese language teaching concepts). Through historical analysis,
it explores the mechanism by which his experience in Japan shaped his educational thought and examines how he integrated
Chinese and Japanese educational philosophies in practice, thereby positively influencing modern Chinese education. By
translating and introducing Western classics such as Emile and Cuore (Heart), and incorporating Japanese theories like
Igarashi Riki's theory of composition, he constructed an educational innovation paradigm of "theoretical introduction —
localization — system building." At the practical level, his initiatives included establishing Chunhui High School, editing
the journal Zhongxuesheng (The Middle School Student), and co-authoring textbooks like One Hundred and Eight Lessons
in Chinese with Ye Shaojun. In summary, the integration of Xia Mianzun's study experience in Japan with his educational
thought, along with the formation of his ideas and practical activities, not only propelled the transformation of Chinese
education from tradition to modernity but also demonstrated the value of the concept of "mutual learning among
civilizations" in Sino-foreign educational exchanges. This provides a historical reference point of "external sourcing and
internal assimilation" for contemporary educational reform.
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