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Appreciation of the Hubei Provincial Peking Opera Theatre's adaptation of the Traditional Peking Opera

Ma Chao
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’Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Wenhua College, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] This paper examines the Hubei Provincial Peking Opera Theatre's adaptation of the traditional Peking
Opera Ma Chao, analysing its innovative practices across three dimensions: plot and characters, performance techniques,
and stage presentation. By integrating contemporary adaptations of excerpts such as Fanxiliang and Zhanjizhou, the
production transcends the conventional emphasis on martial techniques alone in traditional martial scenes, establishing a
new paradigm that equally values literary and martial elements while seamlessly blending technical displays. In
performance, lead actor Tang Kai masterfully integrates martial action with vocal delivery, uniting technical prowess with
character psychology. Stage presentation creatively employs modern technology while preserving traditional set design
and Peking Opera's expressive aesthetic, constructing psychologically layered spatial environments. This production offers
significant insights for Peking Opera's innovative development and modern transformation.

[ Keywords] Adaptation of the traditional Peking Opera Ma Chao; Hubei Provincial Peking Opera Theatre; Peking

Opera modernisation; Opera innovation
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