RSP &2 2025 5 1 EBH 1

Linguistics and Literary Studies https:/lls.oajrc.org/
P RAERFEFE S FIe XX P EENRPCR A EL B 5
Jinjin Zhang

MEFE  LEBEN

[FEY 3 2 AN RA AN LE G R EL M EEAES MR, £ RE—2 EF A
HAAIET IR, BN, PR FRB LG ETRARINY, AHEFARLIETRAGEZEIF. AT
ARBEFEFH R b B R AEEF ML F{ 0 LA F, YL Biber FAMEREM S XA AE
R, NEMEBHPM T WFERGHFIE, FHRXRKA: (1) PEREETFALEEAWERGAESZ T X
EEE, LY EREESFARAAEEE T AELE G AWERGME. () AZHER, PERXEES
FH A ARG T AR AN W e Ae ) BE WA e, d 30EIE B AR AR &) TR A5 w9 98] B fe 2 49 09 53]
o PEHEBETFARABETNME R XL EREEHFEFOHPE L AR EDERGERN LAFER
FE R KR GAF NP ARBAR G IRE RS o B AFF LA 5] 5HFRET TH
A4 24 A8 Fo 52 3 F o

[X8EA) wWiask; E4E; MEvL; HiFiETF; RiERF; BT

[WFsHHA) 202554 A 13 8 [HFIBHEA) 202556 A 17 B [DOI] 10.12208/j.115.20250001
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[ Abstract] The lexical chunk, a combination of two or more continuous or incontiguous words, is a language
phenomenon that can express a certain meaning and have a complete structure. Meanwhile, the lexical chunk is an
essential ingredient of academic articles and an important indicator of language ability in academic articles. This
study adopts English papers written by English writers and master theses written by Chinese postgraduates as the
object. Using Biber et al’s structural classification of lexical chunks as the frame, this study analyzes the
characteristics of four-word lexical chunks at the structural levels. It was found that (1) Chinese postgraduates in
English Linguistics used four-word lexical chunks more frequently than English writers. Moreover, Chinese
postgraduates in English Linguistics tended to overuse four-word lexical chunks in writing. (2) At the structural level,
Chinese postgraduates in English Linguistics preferred prepositional four-word lexical chunks and verbal four-word
lexical chunks. English writers in English Linguistics were inclined to use prepositional four-word lexical chunks
and noun four-word lexical chunks. Significant differences were found in the use of passive verbal four-word lexical
chunks between master theses written by Chinese postgraduates in English Linguistics and journal papers written by
English writers in English Linguistics. This study facilitates students’ understanding and ability in lexical chunk use,
meanwhile, this study provides available data and practical implications for lexical chunk learning and teaching.

[ Keywords 1 Four-word lexical chunks; Corpus; MA theses; English linguistics; English teaching;
Comparative study
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