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A review of methods for identifying the identity of unknown corpses

Guanging Ji, Yunhe Zhang

Tongzhou District Public Security Bureau, Nantong, Jiangsu

[ Abstract] The key tasks of forensic science include identifying the identity of corpses, which is of great
significance for major disasters, criminal cases, and the handling of unidentified bodies. With the gradual
development of molecular biology, imaging, and forensic evidence technology, traditional identification methods
have been greatly expanded, such as DNA genetic markers, dental features, bone morphology analysis, 3D
reconstruction technology, and trace evidence methods, which can complement each other under different conditions,
especially for highly decomposed, carbonized, or degraded samples, and still have good adaptability. The integrated
analysis of source material evidence provides scientific basis for individual identification, and demonstrates wide
application value and technological direction in the fields of judicial appraisal and disaster emergency response.
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