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A study of the construction of China's space image in China daily's reports on the Chinese space station from

the perspective of appraisal theory

Wenxiang Zhao, Yahong Xue, Dongbing Fan, Jiqing Zheng
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[ Abstract] This study employs tools such as the UAM Corpus Tool and AntConc to analyze the lexical choices,
syntactic structures, and rhetorical features from the perspective of Appraisal Theory, of China Daily's reports on the Chinese
space station from April 29, 2021, to April 30, 2024, aiming to examine how these reports construct a positive image of the
Chinese space program through linguistic strategies. It is found that China Daily predominantly utilizes positive language
from the judgment, affect, and appreciation systems. It skillfully uses tenses, voices, and sentence lengths, and rhetorical
devices such as parallelism, analogy, and contrast. These strategies work together to create a vivid and multi-dimensional
portrayal of the technological progress of the Chinese space station and its international cooperation achievements.
Consequently, the reports in China Daily successfully construct images such as "the executor of meticulous planning" "the
pioneer of unwavering innovation" "the supporter of international cooperation” and "the disseminator of scientific spirit".
Furthermore, these positive images play significant roles in enhancing trust, dispelling doubts, boosting soft power, and
promoting the spirit of science.
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(1) China's next manned space mission, the
Shenzhou XVII, is scheduled to be launched in the coming
days to transport three astronauts to the Tiangong space
station, the China Manned Space Agency said on
Thursday ... The final functions checks and all-systems

rehearsal will take place in due course according to the
mission schedule, it noted.
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(2) China will step up its efforts to become a world

center for talent and innovation in space science, and create

favorable conditions for the development of professionals
and the expansion of their ranks. It will improve the
personnel training mechanism - fostering a pool of

strategic scientists, leading and young scientists, and teams

with strong innovation capacity, and cultivating a large

top technicians
and

number of outstanding engineers,

championing  fine  craftsmanship,
entrepreneurs with a sense of social responsibility. China

visionary

will improve its personnel management mechanisms to
regulate and guide the rational flow of professionals. It will
also upgrade incentives with greater rewards and stronger
support, and strengthen specialty disciplines in universities
to cultivate a reserve force of aerospace personnel.
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(3)

significant strides in space technology, and prioritizes

China, as a developing country, has made

cooperation with other developing countries to ensure
equitable access to space resources...China's commitment

to equitable and mutually beneficial global cooperation

ensures that the participating countries can synchronize
their access to space technology, expand the frontiers of
human knowledge and leverage China's experience in
space research to develop their agriculture, industry and

healthcare sectors, and boost their economy.
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(4) Ten paintings created by African youths are
showing what lofty dreams can achieve from an
unprecedented corner of the universe — the Tiangong
space station... Chebet said that mysteries of the universe
have fascinated her since childhood and she has always
dreamed of flying into space. She said that Africans will
soon see not just their paintings but themselves in space by
learning from and cooperating with China's technology in
space exploration.
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