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A study on aspect markers in Yunyang dialect

Bailing Yan
College of Humanities Wuhan University of Engineering Science, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] Aspect (also known as Aktionsart) of verbs is essentially a grammatical device realized through verbal
inflections in fusional languages to distinguish temporal sequences and action states. As an isolating language, Chinese
cannot encode aspect via morphological changes to verbs themselves; instead, it relies on aspect markers to express
aspectual meanings. This paper mainly describes and analyzes several aspect markers in Yunyang dialect. The aspectual
system of Yunyang dialect falls into nine categories: durative aspect, perfect aspect, retrospective/prospective aspect,
experiential aspect, tentative aspect, iterative aspect, momentaneous aspect, continuative aspect, and inchoative aspect.
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