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Rational carnival: visual logic and philosophical dimension of impressionism

Bi Cheng

School of Art and Design, Wuhan University of Technology, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] This paper explores whether Impressionism is an emotional catharsis or a rational carnival from four

dimensions: optical theory, the influence of photography, philosophical aesthetics and reconstruction of visual perception. By

analyzing Newton's spectrum theory, Deleuze's "logic of sensation", and combining the philosophical views of Kant and

Schiller, this paper proposes that Impressionism hides a rational organization of visual experience under the seemingly sensual

language. It not only opens up formal innovation, but also the modern starting point of visual philosophy.
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