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A comparison between Al translation and human translation under the framework of functional equivalence

theory: a case study of A Tale of Two Cities

Haixin Xiong, Meng Zhang”
Shandong First Medical University & Shandong Academy of Medical Sciences, Jinan, Shandong

[ Abstract]This study takes the Functional Equivalence Theory as its framework, comparing different Al translations
of A Tale of Tivo Cities with Song Zhaolin’s version to explore the differences in their achievement of functional equivalence.
The results show that Al translations exhibit high accuracy in most cases of lexical and syntactic equivalence; however, in
the translation of vocabulary in specific cultural contexts and textual translation, due to the failure to integrate cultural
connotations and contextual logic, the vocabulary lacks contextual adaptability, the expression is rigid, and it is difficult to
achieve the ideal literary effect. Based on this, it is suggested that Al translation needs to strengthen the construction of
cultural corpora and contextual algorithms, and the model combining Al preliminary translation with human proofreading
can be adopted in literary translation to balance efficiency and quality.
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i 1:

ale-house could produce somebody in "the Captain's" pay,

As to the latter, when every posting-house and

ranging from the landlord to the lowest stable non-descript,
it was the likeliest thing upon the cards.
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5 1: The expression in the forehead, which had so
particularly attracted his notice, and which was now
immovable,had deepened into one of pain and horror.
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%1 2: Hunger was repeated in every fragment of the
small modicum of firewood that the man sawed off.
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5]: Mysteries arise out of close love, as well as out
of wide division; in the former case, they are subtle and
delicate, and difficult to penetrate.
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