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Ethical dilemmas and coping strategies in social work services for childless families from a systems theory

perspective
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[ Abstract] Currently, the group of families with deceased-only children in China faces multiple challenges,

including insufficient elderly care support, lack of emotional attachment, and a shrinking social support network. Social

workers often encounter ethical dilemmas when providing professional services to these families due to the incompleteness

of localized social work ethics. By reviewing the types of ethical dilemmas in social work services for families with

deceased-only children, analyzing their causes, and drawing from systems theory, this study constructs a four-system

linkage mechanism involving clients, objectives, changes, and actions. It proposes corresponding strategies to promote the

localized development of social work ethics.
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