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Extending one's own kindness to others, a pair of unrivaled talents—a discussion of Bai Shi's poems

"Hidden Fragrance" and "Sparse Shadows"

Qingyong Ding, Zongqi Yang
Wenhua College, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] The two plum-blossom-chanting lyrics Anxiang and Shuying written by Jiang Kui, a famous poet of the
Southern Song Dynasty, have received diverse appraisals throughout history and no consensus has been reached to date.
The explanations provided by predecessors for these two lyrics are often vague and illogical. Moreover, the current readers
and researchers of Song Dynasty lyrics have not paid sufficient attention to these two works,leading to its failure to spread
widely. Through meticulous textual analysis, this paper clearly revealed that Anxiang expresses the author's nostalgia for
his past love affairs, while Shuying conveys his grief over the national disaster caused by the "Jingkang Incident". There
exists a logical relationship of "extending one's own feelings to others" between the two lyrics, which possess extremely
high artistic and emotional values and can be regarded as masterpieces. Both of them should be accorded a prominent
position in the lyric history.

[ Keywords] Anxiang and Shuying; Love nostalgia; National grief; Extending feelings to others
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