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Research on the dilemma and countermeasures of vaccine patent exemption system
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[ Abstract] Since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, the uneven distribution of vaccine resources has
further intensified the tensions and conflicts between developed and developing countries. In June 2022, the 12th
Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization (WTO) reached a series of agreements, allowing developing
countries to apply patent waivers within the necessary scope for combating the pandemic. However, the patent waiver
system has inherent limitations and remains unapplicable. This article explores the necessity, history, and
shortcomings of the patent waiver system from the intersection of intellectual property law and international law, and
proposes solutions. As a developing country with certain vaccine research and manufacturing capabilities, China

needs to actively respond to this consensus to gain valuable experience in improving its patent system.
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