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Evolution of entering-tone rhymes in the Huang-Xiao cluster of Jianghuai Mandarin: A language contact

perspective

Mei Lu

Wuhan University of Engineering Science, Wuhan, Hubei

[ Abstract] This paper, through a descriptive analysis of dialectal varieties within the Jianghuai Mandarin Huang-
Xiao cluster, examines the evolutionary characteristics of its entering-tone rhymes. From the perspective of language
contact, it proposes that the evolution of entering-tone rhymes in the Huang-Xiao cluster is associated with regional contact
with neighboring dialects, having been influenced not only by Central Plains Mandarin but also by Jianghuai Mandarin
and Hakka. Regarding the evolution of entering-tone rhymes, since entering-tone characters exhibit attrition in both
Jianghuai Mandarin and Hakka, no issue of inter-dialectal evolutionary divergence arises from the influence of different
dialects. Nevertheless, internal variations among dialectal points within the Huang-Xiao cluster suggest that the evolution
of entering-tone characters within this cluster is closely tied to its surrounding dialects. By analyzing the discrepancies in
entering-tone thyme evolution among various dialectal points within the cluster, it may be inferred that a complex
interrelationship exists among these points, which in turn contributes to the observed evolutionary differences in entering-
tone rhymes within the Huang-Xiao cluster.
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